
    

 
 

 

 

NATIONAL NATIVE AMERICAN 

HERITAGE MONTH 

Treat the earth well. 

It was not given to you by your parents, 

it was loaned to you by your children. 

We do not inherit the Earth from our 

Ancestors, 

we borrow it from our Children. 
 

Ancient Indian Proverb 

 

Dear SHA Families – 

It is hard to believe that we are almost at the end of Quarter 1 in this 

school year.  We are entering the time of year where a lot of reflection 

takes place and we think of all the things of which we are thankful.  I 

want to take this time to thank each of our students and families.  The 

past 10 weeks have been eye-opening, over-whelming for some, and 

impactful for all.  We have all learned so much about each other and are 

eager to learn so much more.  I want to start with our students.  Each of 

them have entered this school with different experiences, mindsets and 

future goals, but in such a short time, they have become a strong unit of 

support for each other. They are constantly building each other and 

maintaining accountability to make Springfield Honors Academy their 

own.  They are voicing their thoughts, advice and opinions and realizing 

how to appropriately advocate for themselves.  It’s amazing to watch the 

students can’t(s) turn into can(s) and their wont’s into will(s). We want to 

recognize the families of Springfield Honors Academy! Families are such 

a crucial part of our student’s success and we want to thank you all for 

your outpouring of support you have shown.  We thank you for believing 

in the education we are committed to giving your student and the 

commitment many of you continue to make. Thank you all, for your 

diligence in having your children well prepared for school. 

We were very excited about our first Student-Led Parent Conferences 

held on October 11th.  The feedback we have received from students and 

families has been positive and we are looking forward to our next set 

being stronger and providing examples of student work during the 

conference.  Also, our first Parent-Guardian Advisory Council meeting 

had a turn-out of which we can all be proud.  We continue to look 

forward to family-centered events and additional family communication 

support through the council. 

I am forever thankful to the staff of SHA.  They have entered this 

journey with open minds, hearts and the highest level of zeal.  Together 

we are ensuring that your student is prepared for college and we will 

continue to instill life-long skills that they will use into their adult lives.  

They are truly committed to our students and that spirit of collaboration 

is what is going to build the culture of Springfield Honors Academy. 

I encourage you to stay connected, join our Facebook, Twitter and 

visit our website page often.  We ask you to stay motivated and 

reach out to us when you have questions, ideas or concerns. 

Together we make a difference, divided we fall. 

Always giving my best, 

Ms. Cooper, Assistant Principal 

 

Vestri Optimus Pro Mundo,  

Principal Grace Howard-Donlin  

and Assistant Principal Dena Cooper 

 

November 2017 

THE 
GLOBE 

IMPORTANT DATES 
Nov. 7th and 10th NO SCHOOL 

Nov. 13th   PSAT (get a good night’s rest) 

Nov. 15th   SHA Recruitment Panel 5:30-7p 

Nov. 17th Report Cards are sent home 

Nov. 20&21 SHA Spirit Days 

Nov. 22-24 School Closed for Holiday 

Dec. 7th Winter Jazz Concert @ 

Commerce 7pm 

Dec. 8th In-School Jazz Concert @ 

Commerce @ 1:25p & Progress Reports 

are sent home 

Dec. 11th   SHA Recruitment Panel 5:30-7p 

 

SHA READS 

SHA students have the opportunity to 

visit local elementary schools and 

read to their students! Contact Ms. 

Cooper for more info! 



                                               CLASSROOM UPDATES                         November 2017 
Margaret Hersey 

English Teacher / Demystification of   

the Arts Instructor 

herseym@springfieldpublicschools.com 

The journey through The Odyssey is 

in full swing in room B338. This ancient 

text is challenging but students have 

faced it with determination. Students 

are working on mastering active 

reading strategies and breaking down 

complex texts. This week students 

learned about the characteristics of 

Homeric writing and wrote and 

performed skits that modeled his style. 

To conclude this unit, students will be 

creating a hero’s journey tale of their 

own that will be accompanied by an 

artistic representation of their choice.  

 

Demystification of the Arts class just 

went on our first all school field trip! The 

trip went off without a hitch. Students 

toured the Smith Art Museum and then 

explored the Springfield Museums 

campus in a scavenger hunt. Congrats 

to the Green team for winning with a 

score of 280 points! In the next few 

weeks Demystification will begin a film 

study of “O Brother, Where Art Thou” 

looking specifically at the film’s 

alignment to the Hero’s Journey. 
 

James Ryan 

History Teacher / World Scholar  

Seminar Instructor/Service Learning  

ryanj@springfieldpublicschools.com 

Pre-AP World History has gotten 

into the nitty-gritty of social studies, 

featuring discussions on 

globalization and economic 

freedom.  Students have even 

gone as far as written letters to the 

Mayor and City Council of 

Springfield, sharing ideas of how to 

make our city more economically 

successful.  Now we have begun 

studying the theme of Imperialism 

and Independence, in which 

students will explore the 

motivations for imperialism, the 

impact that colonization has had 

on communities, and how 

imperialized people have 

responded to colonial rule. 

 

The World Scholar Seminar is in full 

swing, with students exploring the 

Goals of ending poverty and 

hunger.  We have seen feature 

documentaries, “Living on One 

Dollar” and “A Place at the Table”, 

and have hosted guest lectures by 

representatives from FutureWorks, 

Gardening the Community, and 

Open Pantry.  SHA will be hosting 

its first annual Service Fair on 

November 3rd, where students will 

meet with partner organizations 

and decide which groups they 

want to work with as part of the 

Academy’s service learning 

program. 

 

 

Anjali Martins 

Mathematics (Algebra, Advanced  

Integrated Geometry) Teacher 

martinsa@springfieldpublicschools.com 

In Algebra 1, students are now working 

with Functions. They are learning to define 

the Domain and Range of Functions. This 

requires students to use precise 

terminology and have technical mastery 

over Mathematical concepts. We believe 

these are skills that SHA students will build 

in Math but deploy in all aspects of their 

scholastic life; a small step in their journey 

to becoming highly skilled professionals. 

 

In the Advanced Integrated seminar, 

students performed on a 2 part high 

stakes assessment. In part 1, the students 

needed to have Theoretical mastery over 

concepts to be able to apply to problems 

in part 2 of the Test. The assessment made 

the students think and challenged their 

own understanding of concepts they had 

learnt. This sets the bar for all future 

learning and deeper meaning making 

that we pursue in Math. The students are 

excited to have experienced this 

engaging style of performance; which will 

be replicated as we study Quadrilaterals 

and Parallelograms next.  

Sara Runkle 

Wellness Teacher/School Counselor 

runkles@springfieldpublicschools.com 

Wellness is shifting focus for the 

next month while we complete the 

Brainology curriculum. The goal of the 

Brainology curriculum is to help 

students develop a growth mindset. 

 Students who develop a growth 

mindset think of their intelligence as 

something that can be developed 

through learning. Wellness will help 

students develop a growth mindset 

by teaching them how the brain 

functions, learns, and remembers, 

and how it changes physically when 

we exercise it through study and 

learning. In addition, we provide a 

practical set of skills for tackling 

academic challenges by showing 

them how to apply this knowledge to 

their schoolwork.  
 

Lance Piantaggini 

Latin Teacher 

piantagginil@springfieldpublicschools.com 

Students are reading the most frequent 

Latin words as they learn more about 

each other at SHA, such as Student 

Government Association duties, and 

languages other than English spoken 

and shared. 
 

Ian Howes 

Biology Teacher 

howesi@springfieldpublicschools.com 

Our biologists have broken into the 

complex realm of biochemistry. They 

now understand how electrons allow 

atoms to form to make unique and 

marvelous bonds, and how just six 

elements can make up the bulk of all 

living things. We took a turn towards 

nutrition when learning about organic 

molecules and are just now 

approaching the wonderful world of 

enzymes. I feel very confident that our 

honors students will be well prepared for 

chemistry next year and we plan on 

keeping it in our mindset throughout the 

year. We will wrap this unit up soon and 

then dive into cells in November.  
 

OUTDOOR 

CLUB 

Meets Weds. 

2:30- 3:00 

Parent 

Volunteers  

Needed. 

Contact 

Ms. Hersey 

for more 

information 

mailto:herseym@springfieldpublicschools.com
mailto:ryanj@springfieldpublicschools.com
mailto:martinsa@springfieldpublicschools.com
mailto:runkles@springfieldpublicschools.com
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SHA Students and Staff collected over 6o 

flashlights and batteries to send to Puerto 
Rico! Great Job, Everyone! 

COLLEGE CORNER 

 

SHA STUDENTS WILL BE TAKING THE PSAT ON MONDAY, NOVEMBER 13TH 

The PSAT 8/9 is a relatively new exam intended to help eighth- and ninth-grade 

students plan a path to college. It is similar to other tests in the SAT Suite of Assessments, 

but it is important to note that it is not the same exam as the PSAT 10 or PSAT/National 

Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test.  

One significant difference among the PSAT 8/9, the PSAT/NMSQT and SAT is that this 

exam will not directly affect students' college applications or scholarship opportunities. 

Instead, the goal is to expose students to the different kinds of questions commonly 

found on higher-stakes tests in the years to come.  

https://www.usnews.com/education/blogs/college-admissions-playbook/articles/2017-04-03/3-

important-facts-about-the-psat-8-9 

SHA  

Spotlight 

THE PARENT-GUARDIAN ADVISORY COUNCIL (PGAC)  

PGAC Purpose: To provide a means for parents/guardians to have a voice in all major decisions through 

a voting process and provide opportunities for parents to become directly involved with communication, 

recruitment, fundraising, etc. 

PGAC Volunteers are needed to serve in the following ways; Communication Chair; serves to inform 

parents/guardians of important events or information. Assists in determining the most effective way of 

reaching parents/guardians. Receives support from the Student Life Coordinator. Fundraising Chair; 

supports efforts to raise funds for education and recreation travel opportunities. Receives support from 

the Principal and the Student Life Coordinator.  

A special thanks to Ms. Dee Brown (parent of Jafari Brown) for stepping up to volunteer as Principal 

Liaison, serving as the bridge between parents/guardians and administration & SHA and the public, also 

assisting with recruitment efforts. 

Current Priority Recruitment; SHA Road Show support the development of evening panels where 

prospective families can be introduced to SHA via current parents/guardians and students. If interested 

in being a part of our family recruitment efforts, please email Kristy Synnott, Student Life Coordinator, 

synnottk@springfieldpublicschools.com or call 413-787-6707. 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER 2017 



 
November 2017 

 

STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION (SGA) UPDATE 

 
 

SGA Elections were held on Sept. 28th following nominations, campaigning, and candidate 

speeches. The elections were held online and any student or staff who was present could vote. 

It was a very exciting election, with several winners determined by a single vote! 

 

The SGA is the voice of the student body. They are currently working on Spirit Day 

development using feedback from their fellow students. They also promoted the Commerce 

Homecoming Harvest Fest among their peers at SHA and held voting for a school mascot (see 

results below). We look forward to further growing this team as we identify the needs of the 

students of SHA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACTING SHA 

Main Number: 413-787-6707 
Attendance Reporting: 413-787-6814 
Website: http://bit.ly/SpringfieldHonorsAcademy NOW UPDATED!!! 
Facebook: Springfield Honors Academy 
Twitter: #SpHonorsAcademy 

 

From left to right; 

President: Jennifer Martinez 

Vice President: Jafari Brown 

Treasurer: Xavier Santana 

Secretary: Lexiy Hernandez 

On October 4th, 2017 we were pleased to welcome Governors’ 

Baker (MA) and Carney (DEL) to SHA for a brief panel 

discussion and a tour. 

SHA students eloquently answered the dignitaries’ questions 

about their experiences in Springfield Public Schools. 

  

SHA Roadshow 

SHA students will soon have the 

opportunity to visit local middle 

schools to help recruit the class of 2022 

and beyond! Contact Ms. Runkle for 

Info. 

AND THE WINNER FOR SHA MASCOT IS… 

GRIFFIN! 


